
 

Department of Pesticide Regulation’s 

AGRICULTURAL PEST CONTROL 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 
Next Meeting: Wednesday, January 10, 2007  Location: 1001 I Street 
 9:30 a.m. - 11:10 a.m.  Training Rooms East/West, 1st floor 
 Sacramento, California 95812 
 
Members Present (8): Linda LaVanne - Agricultural Pest Control Advisers, Barbara Todd - Department of Food and Agriculture      
(Ex-Officio), Ronald Berg - Pest Control Dealers, Mary Louise Flint - UCIPM, Elaine Hale – Commercial Applicator Certificate Holders, 
Richard Stoltz - Pest Control Aircraft Pilots, Ken Nichols – Pest Control Businesses, and Jim Farrar - California State University 
System 
 

Department Staff (8): David Duncan - Chair of Committee (Ch), Mac Takeda, Cynthia Ray, Lisa Ross, Adolfo Gallo, Yumie Park, 
Randy Segawa, and Rayven Jenkins  
 

Guests (6): Terry Gage - California Ag Aircraft Association, Glen Foth – PAPA, Susan Cohen - University of California, Joyce Basan -
CAPCA, Dave Lawson - Lawson & Associates, and Nasser Dean - WPHA 
 

Members Absent (4): Tim Butler – Registrants, and Scott Hudson - County Agricultural Commissioner Association, Jean La Duc - 
General Public, David De Silva – Board of Governors of the Community Colleges 
 

Member Vacancies (2): Vacant – Producers FAC section 56115, Vacant - and Maintenance Gardener Pest Control Business 
 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
9:30-9:35 Introduction of members and others in attendance and review of agenda   
 David Duncan, Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR)           
 
9:35-9:37 Review and approval of November 2, 2006 meeting minutes  
 Committee 
 

• The group agreed to peruse the past minutes and discuss them later. 
 
9:37-9:50 Report on 2006/07 Licensing renewal, website changes, examination sites, 

recertification exam for private applicators. 
 Mac Takeda, David Duncan, Enforcement staff, DPR  
 

• The 2007 exam schedule is now on the DPR Web site. The private 
applicator answer key is being punched today. The private applicator form 
application is on the county commissioner Web site with the disclaimer that 
it should not be sent to us.  
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• Update of renewed licenses: Server problems have resulted in 
communication problems with the Licensing Database, and renewal updates 
must be posted to the web on a daily basis.  

• 72.47% of the individual licenses are renewed at this time, and 46.35% of 
the business licenses are renewed at this time.   

 
9:50–10:10   Fumigant regulations and VOC reduction  
 Randy Segawa, Environmental Monitoring Branch, DPR 
 

Since the mid 1990’s, DPR has been implementing a program to reduce volatile 
organic compounds (VOCs). VOCs react and create ground-level ozone 
contributing to air pollution. For a while, the program appeared to be successful, 
especially in the Sacramento and South Coast non-attainment areas. 
Unfortunately, DPR was not meeting its legal obligation established in the 1994 
State Implementation Plan for the San Joaquin Valley (50% pesticide reduction 
from current emissions), and the South East Desert and Ventura County (80% 
pesticide reduction from current emissions). DPR is under court order to develop 
regulations by January 1, 2008 to help alleviate this problem. DPR is proposing to 
regulate fumigants, which contribute the most air pollution out of all pesticides. 
The regulations will include changes to fumigation methods to achieve emission 
reductions. As part of these regulations, DPR’s Licensing and Certification 
program proposes to add a field fumigation subcategory to the qualified 
applicator license and certificate (QAL /QAC) to ensure competency in the 
application of field fumigants. Ensuring competency in this area will indirectly 
reduce VOC emissions by helping to prevent incorrect fumigant applications. It 
will also protect public safety by reducing fumigant drift and exposure incidences. 
 
DPR’s Licensing and Certification program is currently considering a rulemaking 
action with the following provisions: 
 
1. All field fumigant applications are to be made by a DPR-licensed pest 

control business (PCB). Private applicators will no longer be allowed to 
make fumigant applications. 

2. An operator of a property will still be the one applying for a restricted 
materials permit from his/her local county agricultural commissioner 
(CAC), but the application must be made by a licensed PCB. 

3. The licensed pest control business must have a designated person holding 
a QAL in the field fumigation pest control subcategory that is responsible 
for all pest control operations. 

4. A person holding a QAL or QAC in the field fumigation pest control 
subcategory must be present at the application site during fumigation 
handling activities, excluding irrigation equipment setup and removal and 
tarpaulin cutting and removal. 

 
The Committee discussed who may be impacted the most, and that may turn out 
to be smaller and mid-sized grower operations.  

 
10:10–10:20 Fumigant sub-category to Qualified Applicator License and Certificate (action item) 
 David Duncan, DPR and Committee 
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Because of the complexity of the requirements, the nature of the pesticide and 
highly technical application methods, a subcategory is necessary. Dave suggested 
one hour of additional continuing education (CE) every two years specifically on 
the topic of fumigation. Dave felt that an on-line course would be a good option. 
The course would relate to technology, policy, changes in requirements, and so 
on. He described a classic chapter-by-chapter web-based training module style 
that our IT branch chief feels DPR could host in 2 or 3 years. Not every one 
agreed that an on-line class is a good idea. Adolfo mentioned that there are on-
line classes that can be proctored and held at one time. Dave asked for 
suggestions from the group regarding the subcategory. Much discussion ensued 
regarding grandfathering, competency, and CE. The APCAC committee 
recommended that there be a fumigant subcategory, CE requirement and an exam 
added to the licensing and certification program. 

 
10:20–10:40 IPM in Child Care Facilities, AB 2865 Torrico 
 Lisa Ross, Pest Management and Licensing Branch 
 

Public and private child day care facilities (except for family day care homes) 
have to comply with certain recordkeeping and notification requirements when 
they use pesticides. These requirements went into effect in January 2007 
(Assembly Bill 2865, Chapter 865, Statures of 2006). 
 
Lisa Ross provided the group with an overview of the changes to the Healthy 
Schools Act of 2000 (originally enacted January 2001), distributed copies of the 
“School Site Pesticide Use Report Form,” as well as a colorful preliminary 
brochure, “What You Need To Know About The Healthy Schools Act.” Lisa 
explained that the Pest Management and Licensing Branch (PML) at DPR is 
responsible for implementing the training, education, and outreach efforts 
required in the Healthy Schools Act. The law was prompted by concern about the 
risk to children from potential exposure to pesticides. Since pesticides can pose a 
health threat to young children, finding ways to reduce or eliminate exposure to 
pesticides is an environmental concern that every childcare, education 
professional, and licensed pest control business need to address. 
 
DPR helps child day care facilities comply with the new law by 

 
• Coordinating with California Department of Social Services (DSS), 

California Department of Education (CDE), CA Child Care R&R network, 
UC IPM 

• Preparing handouts for DDS orientations 
• Revising school IPM website 
• Communications with CACs, PCBs, other stakeholders 
• Plan training and outreach materials 

 
Requirements for schools and day care facilities:  

 
• The law applies to K-12 public Schools and public and private day care 

(except family day care homes) 
• The law contains voluntary IPM 
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• Notify parents annually about pesticides expected to be applied during the 
year 

• Establish a registry 
• Post warning signs 24 hrs before, 72 hrs after pesticide use 
• Maintain pesticide use records for 4 yrs 
• Identify a school designee as the person responsible for implementing the 

requirements 
• Use of specific pesticides prohibited in accordance with AB 405 

 
 

Requirements of DPR: 
 

• Prepare a school pesticide use reporting form to be used by licensed pest 
control businesses when they apply any pesticides at a school or a child day 
care facility (excluding family day care homes). This form is to be 
submitted to DPR at least annually. 

• DPR established a School IPM Web site <www.schoolipm.info> with 
information on pesticide products; a directory of resources describing and 
promoting least-hazardous pest management practices at child day care 
facilities; and ways to reduce the use of pesticides at schools and child day 
care facilities.  

• Provide training in IPM practices to manage pests in the day care 
environment. 

 
 

Questions:   
 
There are over 45,000 childcare facilities in the state; roughly 15,000 are larger  
childcare centers, so it will be a monumental effort to train them. DPR staff is 
exploring existing training venues where initial training in pest management 
methods may be coordinated. 

 
10:40-10:50 (BREAK) 
 
10:50–11:00 Study guides and exam update 
 Mary Lou Flint, Susan Cohen, UC Davis IPM   
 

The private applicator study guide in Spanish should be ready in early February; 
the English version is already out. “Pesticide Safety A Reference Manual for 
Private Applicators” (publication #3383) is available from the University of 
California. Please see their Web site at <www.ipm.ucdavis.edu> for more 
information. 

 

There is a job opportunity available for a senior writer position at UCD. The 
person must be a good writer and subject matter expert. Contact Mary Lou Flint 
or Susan Cohen if you know someone who would be interested in the position.  

 
11:00–11:05 Pest Control Adviser minimum qualification revisions 
 David Duncan and Committee 
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Sometime back, it was noted by DPR that the Pest Control Adviser license 
applicants were not meeting the minimum qualification requirements for licensure 
established in January 2003, so DPR suggested modifying those requirements. A 
subcommittee established by the chair made recommendations, and created a 
package that is going through the process of approval. Dave provided 2 
documents to the committee members for their information and review: 1) A fact 
sheet summarizing the background information to justify the proposed change, 
and 2) A copy of the proposed regulation with text strikeouts showing the DPR 
changes that were made to the text submitted by the subcommittee.  
 
Dave asked the committee to take a look at the revised proposed language in their 
packets. He added that there will be a formal process for comments when the 
regulations are noticed later in February. The proposed regulations will be noticed 
for comments for 45 days. DPR evaluates the comments and determines if 
revisions will be made to the regulation.. If the revisions are substantial, DPR will 
have to notice again and go through another comment period. Once approved and 
finalized by DPR, the regulation is sent to the Office of Administrative Law 
(OAL) for final approval. With OAL’s approval, it will be sent to the Secretary of 
State’s Office to make the regulations effective. 

 
11:05–11:07  Comments to past minutes 
 
 If you recognize any problems or have any hot-topics to add to the next meeting, 

please contact Dave Duncan. 
 
11:07-11:10 Next agenda and meeting date 
 Committee 
 

Meeting Date: April 11, 2007 (Wednesday)  
Time:  9:30 am - 12:30pm  
Place: 1001 I Street  
           Training Room 1 East and West (First Floor)  
           Sacramento, CA  95814  

  
  
Questions about this agenda should be directed to David Duncan at (916) 445-3870 or dduncan@cdpr.ca.gov.   
  
  
 

mailto:dduncan@cdpr.ca.gov
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